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EAGLE-eyed visitors to
Marton Church will have
spotted the farmer flag of
HMS Manchester hanging
from its walls recently:

But why shoul the standard
of a shlp sunk during the
Second World War have come
to rest in Morton? The
Advertizer went in search of
ANSWETS,

In the pages of the churd mag-
azine, editor and local historian
Elizabeth Lawrence has been
{ g toge rether the history
vehind HMS Manchester, it flag
and its captain, unoovering the
fascinating tale of a local man
who captained the ship during
e o the mcet prf(tal Tih

2 f

ar._befo
nnrullhl Br a
cost him his ship, but s
lives of his men, eaming their

undying resped. That man's
name was Captain Hamld Peter
Drew.

“It 1s an honour that Morton
Church be asked to beoome cus-

todians of the standard,”
explains eth. ‘it represants
canrade

and remembranc:

of the ships company of HMS
Monchestar in and Word
War and the survival of a graat

mgjority of these men is due to
Pebr Draw whese memorial

plaqueis on the south wall of the

church.”

H.‘l!‘)ld was the son of Charles
Drew, the owner of a mineml
water factory in King Street,
( ’F\?Lﬁﬂ 7.

md later  the

" Hotel in the town. He
married Izcbel Nichokon of
v fatherowned the

ven Quarry (changing

his name to Peter 25 she did not
care for the name Harold). They
l-tur m(md to Oswestry

v_item
in memory of f’llnl]\r m~~m ors
and

Street.

@ On parade:
Below. Captain
Harold Drew
attends a civic
cemmony out-
side Oswestry's
Memorial Gaks
on Church

the family’s grave in its church-
yard.
In lhu Fist erli ‘v‘rar a[.;d

hn]n_, durmc, ctive
operations against the enemy at
Séﬁ,'

Bm:«:n the wars he
a gunnery s is
o-mmnndzd f--r his v.

ro rnd to pl:m- an
\?‘ndl in the p

Gunnery 'ﬂ‘n.
HMS Surolh,
first of the navys new e
gun turrets, but his dammg
ent uculd nct come for

was app)mtal captain
ul’H’!S Monchestar.

Desperate
By l"&l the AIhpd~ base in
-.md its

passed, (he \numon tnmmv
desperate and it became dear
that Britan would have to get a

the besiege

b" bst.

The answer was Operation
Pedestal, a daring and desperate
atenpt to chan,v more than
chipe etraight thmugh the lines
cats, minefields and
while taking fire
from enemy bombers, and pro-
viding one o

fleet was HMS Manchester with
Draws atthe hdm

A town <l eruiger,
Mon chester wa long with

atop speed of 32kmots, bristling
with amourment, induding 12
daxinc and ughl.t
6 well as torped
and a wartime
af arourd 9
Maon chester and arourd 5
ships moved into the S
Gibraltar. Operation Pr.dl‘\lﬂ

i begun.

In the early hours of August
13, the @may was g
darkness to pass ch
to the coast of Tunisia,
surprisng a xtup o
Itdian torpe 0

huhum edab[.u.tl-
k on the

l

passing wm
A torpedo struck

Mancheger hitting

the ship's engine comr

ath fa "

lling 11 of
r men, hu(q}ul bel cke

& frf\nuudh
yines, Drew was

nmn  them lim-
king them
but in a
n would
.therest of

aptain Drew made the
ion to scuttle the ship
laundhing the lifeboats and set-
ting explosive changes sending
Manchester to rest o the
sm »d She would remain the
ship sunk by tarpedo
b(ata during the
War
It wae agad end.but what hap
pened next remains a ulnuu 0

L'ILLn;: part in a »lr'u..-h

nquiry It was only at the (-nd of
lhr- hearing that he was told he
had in fad been charnged with
negligenos and been g ,1'1113 i
d t a court martial hearing,

ed b 4
warship, -umw had become
oners of the Vichy Fren

Capiuin a vidim

of

Tunisia, suffering an unpleasant

term of impri:
lhem men

14 merchant s

not nluh
lﬂlrl' \ru'lung,

e at a heavy
warships, an ai aft carr

pe

et but even
e

ips trawllnu

under escort, just four reached

Malta’s

harbour,

bat

these

By DAVID
LAWSON

wn.co.uk

david.lawson@nwn,co.uk lawso

Santa Mariia the Feast of the
Assumption. and the convoy &
still referred to beally =8 the
Santa Marja Co w and ok
brated ag part of the puth holi
day
Harold Drew travelled to
Bombay and worked with the
East Asian Command
He became
uiting and in
chairman of the
ebration Committee,
awarded the CBE and Aide De
Camp to King George VI. He
went on to become Deputy
Commander in Chief of the
Indian Navwy wrth the adting
rank of ( re fro 5
51and

before retiring in 1952,

Peter and his family retired to
Oswestry in 192 and were once
again able to attend Morton
Church. He died in 1957 aged 92,




TAIN HAROLD DREW,

TO LEAVE HIS sHIP

STORY OF HM.S. “MANCHESTER"
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RS Sty Owes an ciernd) § ratiiude 1o the mwn f the Roval
S e Morchont Service. W Ben D hoviory of ths was om
S amongst the epies w il faok ihe convans 1o Mala when
oy scomed our shigs throu g Bell (0 secure w pplies 10 tha
which bhos sood up o the enem y has own doorsten  and

E " pow hilﬂn; back The high veditions of the Roval Nan
BR apain besy esemplified i he wory of the sinking of H.M S

S Maaehester < told us by Caps D orew. and the tribute paid (o him by
ooe of the crew speaks vohume

; Capt. Duew B Me second von o e late r.oand My, C. Drew

formerly of Plas Wilmaot, Oswestey, and 4 hrorhe Mes. W. B Avimer
. Park b, Oswestey. He mg ! Nechaolson, a deughter

e e M. E. D. Nuichobon and Mo cholson, The Quarry

When be was & pupd & Oswestry Grawmmar  Schoot Capt. Drew
of Oswald Mosse and the headmaster was My, Lo

: Was & good swimmier . 3nd was {requenily in the open-ai y
pook a2 the school.

miles from the coust, and &0 males ‘
| from the newest rmiway, There we
wer Nt a8 ha <« nd
;‘!:"2‘““!':“ Jn,h:-l;-‘tuc“;:::‘.ﬁ:;m;u, | progamimss.  When good nows canee | h'\ reporter whot mrvwm
| three me ) b o e through it was  written down and | the survivers of th
| e, Wl D r““:“ { passed 1hrough the barbed wire and | on reaching pore, said * Each
and has jowed hix wife a¢ Set Lp * Usiyersity . ! Sent to the bays at the hospial.  When | ,\R;vic 10 eapressed deep thal
ot mother. Mrs. \‘:,m‘g “Io order 1o make ww of ow | s particularly good rews of the ! that they ha haq'sudil min as
&n Oswesicy.  Hhs | Joivre,” continued Capi. Drew, * we | 9stupation by Allicd forces of Notth i Drﬂlf with ‘l:ﬂ; ik /
Y E ol . g 1~ ¥ - of refess, { “ WO 1 u..
i ﬁ? welcome news nos | SATed & C wmversity ©, with it varioys | MHes came over the  wireless, we 1 "wou eadeni

ol

neople Oswestry - : I wrote it down and possed it through | estimale his wonder(s |
much b‘-'h afleld ‘:::‘g: ::{a‘ég;m::ormu;:& t:::: i the h.‘.rhl':’! wirg Thr:- French l)'::mu t -%m?n.‘ \a'ul Mn::—-n;hnr:u ol ',j% |
eady kmows | NOTNCS 1 : jwe were leppulling, and would not | E. Terry, of London, staod by
o 2 | professor of ““ﬁmz irﬂﬂ;“:‘;,,? tm-n i on Eﬂ‘\‘lil it wos ugned by a | his ship's company ail the time.
| A comcert parly was g |° her .,,“jfmuu officer, so 1 signed 1, | When  we  were  first interned |
, gave performances T\d L " Theve s an interesting thing sbour | French started culting off of
were s and the men plaved | ™¥ 100m in the prison at Laghouat,” ' camp for the caplam and
ﬂ' & b of rine | remsicked Capt. Drew. 1 put up on ! they o to the
! m the | the wall the borough acms and molto | were. eventually a
; L aof Oswestey. and an arisst who 'was ‘3 " amongst the test of us.
ship was very good at murals, and !
b"?heugm ra - decorate the room with |
4 o The' Preneh - were veli._‘-l
! | with them, and there they wil

.
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An Oswestry
le who moved to
Zmd threo years
uo roturned to their
home town to cele-
brate their diamond
wedding anniver-
sary yesterday

Royal Naval Cap-
tain Harold Drew
his wife Isobel

were married at
Oswestry Parish
Church in 1921, They
lived at Dunvegan,
Morda Road, before
moving to live with
their daughter,
Daphne, and her
family near Glasgow.

The couple, who
are staying at the
Wynnstay Hotel, also

havea dson, two
grand-daughters
and three great.
grandchildren.

“We always try to
come down to Oswes-
try every year be-
cause we love it and
miss it. The people
here are so nice and
wehavethe Advertiz-
er sent to us eve
week to keepin touc
with what is happen.
ln " said Mrs Drew,

‘e hadn't planned
to have a party but
my daughter
arranged it because
she knew we would
be staying here over
our anniversary."

Captand Mrs Drew
are both natives of
Oswestry. Mrs Drew
is the daughter of the
late Mr E. D. Nichol-
son, who owned the

uarry at

‘hitehaven, where
the family lived. She
was educated nt Mor.
tonand Queen's Park

SChooll .

t. Drew grew
up-tg’lnwumouhc
former home of
Oswestry poet Wil

Owen, and wasa

@® Captain and Mrs
Harold and Isobel
Drew

v
P

g:pll at Oswestry
hool beforojolnln‘(
the navy on H.M.S
Conway. He has been
a captain for over 40
years.

During their time
in Oswestry, the pair
played active roles in
the community. Capt.
Drew was president
of the local branch of
the R.N.A. for nine

Captain and Mrs Drew on their wedding day 60 years ago, in themund- nf
Park Issa, home of the bride s parents, now the site of Furrows Garage, Salop

years and he was
resident of the

N.L.I His wife was
secretary.

During his navel
career, the couple
lived in many foreign
countries, including
two years in China,
twoinSouth America
and four years in In.

Road

dia, where Mrs Drew
was responsible for
launching a news-
paper for officers’
wives. Thirty years
Inler.thtp-per s wtill
in existence.

A celebration din-
ner was held at the
Wynnatay Hotel last
night, with 20 friends

and relatives from all
over the country plus
two local relatives,
Olwentr{ solicitor
George Lewis and
local estate agent
Toby Salway.

Captand Mrs Drew
return to Scotland
later this weck.
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George Montford Drew (Born Oswestry 1894 — Died 28 January 1918, aboard E14 Submarine)

Listed on the Oswestry War Memorial as G M Drew, he was an Acting Lieutenant in the Royal Navy
and son of Charles Drew of the Wynnstay Hotel.
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Wreck located in June 2012 off the coast of Turkey.

Remembered on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial / Register
“‘DREW, Lieut. George Montford

Mentioned in Despatches

R.N.R. HM S/M “E14”

Killed in Action in Dardanelles on 28" January 1918 aged 25.
Son of Charles and Jean Drew of Plas Wilmot, Oswestry.



